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Abstract
This paper recommends that there is an important role of 
Information Technology in the field of women empowerment 
such empowerment could easily be seen higher in the Urban area 
as compared to the rural area. There is high time for providing 
training in the tribal villages with the support of the administration 
for strengthening the National Computer literacy Mission. There 
must be the provision of allocation of budget and funding in the 
Ministry and also in the Planning commission for testing conceptual 
framework at the grass root level to assess the effectiveness of 
empowering women through Information Technology.
In India, women face enormous challenges with respect to health, 
education, and economic empowerment. For example, maternal 
mortality and malnutrition remain major problems, about third of 
women are unable to read and write, and economic opportunities 
are limited by pervasive discrimination and lack of access to market 
information. 
In a country where five times as many people have access to a 
mobile phone than proper sanitation, the mobile provides a medium 
which for the first time truly opens the lines of communications. 
Now, even the most rural areas are becoming accessible. Today, 
with approximately 38% of the female population now owning 
a handset in India, women are becoming ‘connected’ with the 
outside world and do not need to be literate in order to participate 
in a progressive society.
Not only for communication, women also using the mobile for 
different ways: to be safety in times of difficulty, as a media 
connector with current updates in day to day and as an e-learning 
device to become literate, the mobile is an enabling device and 
this is only the beginning.
The ‘win awards - women & innovation for mobile awards’ 
has enabled us to better understand how mobiles are currently 
being deployed by women in India, how their lives have been 
empowered as a result and how we, in partnership with the Digital 
empowerment Foundation can support and enhance these services 
on the ground increasing their outreach. The findings have been 
remarkable. Mobile innovation is transforming lives for the better 
for women in a variety of ways across India.
We look forward to working with the participants over the next 
couple of years to support them in their efforts. We recognise that 
the scaling of women-centred mobile programs and applications 
can only be achieved with improved financial, commercial, and 
marketing incentives and of course, cooperation. With the ‘win 
awards - women & innovation for mobile awards’, we hope make a 
start – by financially supporting and recognizing innovative mobile 
applications and their potential in a public forum.
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I. Introduction
Women are a great human resource in all countries and the role of 
women in society is critical for development. Arguably, making 
women strong is because to improve their decision making and 
control that affects their problems within the household and the 
society. There are many developing countries where women are 

not even listed in any citizen registration database, which makes 
it very difficult for them, especially the poorer ones in rural areas 
and of under-privileged class to assert social security, social 
protection, legacy, land etc. as there is practically no proof of 
their existence. Through their empowerment women gain greater 
share of control over resources - material, human and intellectual 
such as knowledge, information, ideas - and financial resources 
involving access to money and control over decision making in 
the home, community, society and nation. It leads them to become 
a critical and vital stakeholder among the human capital and their 
strategic presence in the society is widely accepted.
The technology has provided many trends and filled the gap 
between education and employment opportunities for men as well 
women. As in the Worldwide the capacity of women to engage in 
the knowledge society is grossly underutilized. In the knowledge 
society they need access not only to new technologies but also to 
education, entrepreneurship and employment opportunities as well 
as the ability to participate fully in knowledge based activities.
It is evident that rural India is contributing two-thirds of the 
total nation’s population; thus, this heart of India requires heavy 
enforcement of prolific strategies, which could uplift the scenario 
of the nation as a whole. IT has become the chief determinant of 
the progress of nations, communities & individuals. It is considered 
crucial that the improvements in our society benefit all citizens. 
No single group should be ignored or favoured. The only way is 
“to make it better for all”.

II. Application of it in Women Empowerment in Rural 
Areas

A. Education
Education women is more important, when women gets educated 
the entire family gets educated. It has a significant impact on 
multiple facets of society. Creating more awareness about the 
importance of women education in the society is more important. 
Medias (e.g., newspaper, radio, television) are playing important 
role for making awareness about education. Apart from traditional 
class room education, setting up virtual class room using video 
conferencing will increase their involvement in education. By 
increasing literacy level in the rural parts will definitely make 
tremendous changes in the future.

B. Training
Apart from literacy women need vocational training to improve 
their stamina. They need to become strong and give support 
for their families. Depending upon the literacy level Computer 
training can be provided and they have to be motivated to have 
internet browsing centres, Desk Top Publishing centres. Providing 
training on Internet and email services will be very useful for 
expanding their business to local, national as well as international 
level. They can even run BPO centres if they have more people 
in their locality. Depending upon the trend information system 
with multilingual facility has to be developed which will provide 
guidance and other related information for setting up their own 
enterprise.
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C. Self Help Group
Self help group has become popular in rural parts of India. Most 
of the groups started small scale industries and delivering good 
quality goods / services to the consumers. Developing a web 
based information system about the SHG (Self Help Group) and 
providing more information about the various related details 
(i.e., training details, financial support, marketing, Government 
policies, etc), will help other groups to communicate and enhance 
their business activity relevant to their expertise. Incorporating 
a Management Information System, tracking the progress and 
functions of the groups are some of the other important things 
where the IT applications can be very useful.

D. Motivation Aspects
In general women’s are working oriented with lot of concentration, 
dedication, perfection and resulted oriented. Motivation is important 
for all kind of people, identifying the right people and motivating 
is an important thing. Normally they will be popularized in papers 
and magazines, this kind of information should also available in the 
Internet, which will enable International recognition to them.
Women force comprises only a small percentage of the scientific and 
academic community barring teachers at the school and pre-school 
levels. But they have an attitude to work with sincerity and loyalty 
while keeping pace with the required timings, and given proper 
own space, they can play an increasingly important role in social, 
industrial and economic development of the country. As women 
involving equally as men, they can try to improve the livelihood 
among people as a long sustainable and by that campaigning the 
social and economic advancement of societies.
Governments must design and implement national policies and 
programmes that promote science and technology education for 
women and girls and which encourage women to enter into high 
value added ICT career.
There exist some government projects for rural women education 
in Information Technology. They are:

1. e-Mahile
It is the project proposed by Karnataka State Women’s Development 
Corporation (KSWDC), which is giving training for 250 women 
who are members in different SHGs. This training is being giving 
under the ASARE scheme by the KSWDC for women. It is meant 
for providing all the basic services to rural people through rural 
women. Not only women even their other family members can be 
trained so that can extend their help to them in odd times. 

2. Education and Employment
Only normal education is not important but the computer education 
is also important because now a days and also in future technology 
plays a crucial role in our lives. The current and future generations 
are found of employment in data entry and other areas with 
adequate computer knowledge. The rural area public also moving 
towards technology and gaining required skills and knowledge 
about computer.

III. Health Care
Because of poor pay in rural areas it is difficult to recruit staff to 
provide care about the health of those people. In future the main 
challenge is in development of IT in rural health network which 
is also the enhancement in the phases of communication.

IV. Conclusion
Women should be encouraged to bring their vision and leadership, 
knowledge and skills, views and aspirations into the development 
agenda from the grassroots to international levels and to make 
reachable to all women and others we are taking mobile phones 
as medium. Science and technology brings economic growth 
and well-being to people and it is not only the empowerment of 
women through science and technology, but also the enrichment 
of science and technology through women’s participation. It is 
not the concern of one nation only, but there are many players and 
stakeholders in the aim to reach this millennium goal.
We just hope that women become empowered at 100% and become 
equal to men so that both of them may work side by side for a 
better world of today.
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